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witch or wizard, they are always famed for doing
mischief, prompting to all manner of evil, torment-
ing the particular people they are empowered to
act upon; murdering others; destroying cattle,
setting fire to houses, ships, stacks of corn or hay;
and in a word, everything hurtful, and everything
hateful.

There is some reason, therefore, certainly, to dis-
tinguish between those spirits who are kind and
careful, and assistant to mankind, and those that
are mischievous, destructive, and declare them-
selves enemies to the common good: the last are
evidently of hell, the very nature of the Devil ap-
pears in all their actions, and in the ends and aims
of all the emissaries they employ. What contrary
judgment is to be made from contrary effects, re-
mains to be considered.

They both act, at least we understand them to
act, by the assistance of some invisible spirit; or, as
it may be more properly expressed, the invisible
spirits act in them and by them.

As to witchcraft and possession, that I think is
plain, and needs no discourse upon it; it is known
to be all from an evil spirit, or in plain English,
from the Devil. There is no room to dispute it;
the wretches employed, acknowledge it, and the
hellish things they do discover it; so we need say
no more of that, nor is it the business before me.

But who is it that acts these other sorts of people?
what spirits inform them ? what secret power opens
their eyes, to see things hid from the rest of man-
kind ? I meet with many that have examined
into this matter of the second-sight, and who have
discoursed with the people who are, what shall I
call it ? I can hardly say, blessed with it; neither
do they call it so themselves; and all that I have
inquired of about it, seem only to hold up their
hands with a kind of astonishment at the thing, but

S. M.                                                             T